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“Number's 


i Be seh Ist Ciitiries 


ST. CLEMENT. 
(Epist. 1. 2). 
“Rut if perhaps sins or infidelity, or 
any other evil have crept hiddenly in- 
to one’s heart, let him, that hath a 
rare of his soul, not blush to confess 
these things to him that rules’ him. 
that he may be cured of hi 
word of God, that is, the 
jolution instituted by Chri 
rouncil, And again 8. 
gs to break the evil thoughts comin 
to our hearts upon Christ, and to 
manifest them to the priests of our 
Lord.” 


ORIGEN. 
(Hom. 2. in Levit.) 


“There is by penance the remission 
ef sins, when he washeth his bed with 
tears, and blusheth not to show his 
sin to the priest of eur Lord.” 


ST. CYPRIAN. 
(Tract. de Lapsis.) 

“Let every one of you, I beseech! you 
brethren, confess his sin, whilst he is 
yet in this life, whilst his confession 
may be admitted, whilst every one’s 
satisfaction and remission made by the 
priest is grateful with our Lord.” 

ST. ATHANASIUS. 

(“Serm. in illa “verba, Invenietis 

pullum.”) 

“If thy bonds are not yet loosed. 
tommend thyself to the disciples of 


: 


ae for there be those that can ab- 
solve thee, by the power they received 


from our Savior, when he said, what. | 
soever ye shal! bind, etc.” 
ST. AMBROSE. 
(Orat. in mulierem peccatricem.) 


“Confess freely to the priest the 
hidden secrets of thy soul, and shew 
them, as thou wouldst thy el 


wounds to thy physician.” 


ST. JEROME. 
. (In c. 16 Matth.) 


“As there, in the old law, the priest | 
makes the leprous person clean, or 
unelean, so here the bishop or priest 
bindeth or looseth.” 


ST. AUGUSTINE. 
(Homil. 12.) 


“Our God, because he is pious and 


merciful, will have us confess our sins 


‘in this world, that we may not be con- | 
\founded for them in the next.” 


ST. PACIAN. 
(Ep. I ad Sympron. 6) 


“This (forgiving sins), you say, 


only God can do. Quite true: but what | — 
He does His priests is the 
doing of His own power.” 
CANONS OF HIPPOLYTUS. 
(Question V) 


“Grant him, O Lord, the episcopate, | 


and the spirit of clemency, and the 
power to forgive sins. « 


ee 


How Early Protestant Leaders |. 


Spoke About This Practice 


MARTIN LUTHER. 
(apud Unleber.) 


“There is no doubt that confession 
is necessary, and established by God; 
but secret and auricular confession, as 
practiced at this day, in the church, 
especially pleases me. It is not mere- 
ly useful, it is necessary. God forbid 
that I should wish its abolition! I re- 
joice that it-exists in the Church, be- 
tause it is the only means to restore 
peace to troubled consciences.” 


LEIBNITZ. 
(In System. Theol., p. 135.) 


“The institution of sacramental con- 
fession is assuredly worthy of the di- 
vine wisdom, and, of all the doctrines 
of religion, it is the most admirable 
and the most beautiful. The necessity 
of confessing sin is sufficient to pre- | 
serve from it those who still preserve | 
their modesty; and yet, if any * 
tonfession consoles and restores them 
F look on @ grave end prodent cen-| 
fessor as a great instrument of God, 
His coun- | 
vels regulate the sentiments, reprove | 
Vices, remove the occasions of sin,| 


“fanse the restitution of ill-acquired | 


Property and the reparation of wrongs. | 
tlear up doubts, console under afflic- | 
tions, in fine, cure or relieve al) the 


-wils of the soul; and as nothing in the} 


world is more precious than a faithful 
friend, when he is bound by his fung-| 
tions and fitted by his knowledge tol sa, 
ievote to you all his care under the 
veal of an inviolable secrecy.” 


BISHOP SPARROW (Prot.) | 
(Sparrow’s Rationale, p. 313.) | 
“I could name more Fathers, as St. | 


Augustine, St. Cyprian and others | | 
but I spare, These I have named are 


_ tough te give testimony of the for- | 
mer generation; men too pious to be 
thought to speak blasphemy, and too 


ancient to be suspected of Popery 
But to put all out of doubt, let's 
Search the Seriptures; look imto the 
faith of St. John, V. 23. “Whosoever | 


sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them, and whosoever sins ye retain 
they aré retained.’ Here is plainly a 
power of remitting sins grantéd to the 
priest by our blessed Savior. Nor’ 
can it be understood of remitting sins 
by preaching; as some expound it, nor 
by baptizing, as others guess, for both | 
these, preach and baptize, they could | 
do long befote; but this power of re- 
mages om they receive not till now, that 

s, after His Resurrection. That they 


could preach and baptize before is, 


DR. MARTENSEN. 


(In “Christiar Dogmiatics” under head 
“O>dservations” ) 


“Tt is a matter of regret that pri-| 
vate confession, as an institution, has) 


fallen into disise; and that the objec- 


tive point of wnion is wanting for the: 


many, who lgire to unburden their 
souls by confessing, not to God only, 
‘but to a fellew man, and who feel 
their need of @mfort and of forgive- 
ness, which any one indeed may draw 
for himself fron the gospel, but which 
in many instaices he may desire to 
hear spoken by a man, who speaks in 
virtue of the authority of his holy 
office.” The seme Protestant author 
says (p. 443) “Absolution in the 
name of the Fater and of the Son and 


of the Holy Glost, derived from the. 


full power of tinding and of loosing, 
which the Churth has inherited from | 
the Apostles, isnot unconditional, but 
‘depends on the same condition, on 


which the gospil itself adjudges the 
forgiveness of shs, namely, change of | 


heart and faith.’ 
ANGLICAN VISITATION OF 
THE SICK. 


“Here shall thi sick man be moved 
to make a speci] confession of his 


sins, if he feel h& conscience troubled 
‘by any weighty matter; after which 


the priest shall absolve him, if he 
-humbly and hearily desires it; after 
this manner, etc. 4 


eee 


Things Unexplainable Prac. | 
tice was not of Divine Origin 


There ape go many things angoclate | such occasions evry priest would be 


With Confession which*would be utter- | 
ly unexplainable, were the same not of 


, tivine institution Te note only a few 
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brave unto death. 


| 8. If not of divine institution, but He is also a Moral Being, and all Same nature, 
would priests anc bishops and pope moral qualities, that is, everything persons of the same divine nature is 
_ themselves as connected with right and wrong, can | required. 

the same as only be thought of as existing between | 
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vehemently 
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“This whole 


Divine wisdom; and if, in 
ordinance singularly excellent, and worthy 
this, which even the Chinese and Japanese admired; for the 
necessity of confessing at ofice deters many, 
who are not yet obdurate, from sinning, and administers great 
comfort to the fallen ; inasmuch that I believe a pious, grave and 
| | prudent confessor to be a powerful instrument in the hands of 
God for the salvation of souls; for his counsel is of great avail 
in assisting us to govern our passions; to discover our vices; 
avoid occasions of sin; to make restitution and reparation for 
injury ; to dissipate doubts; to raise u 
one word, to remove, or mitigate, all the evils of the soul. 
if, in human beings, there is searce anything better than a faith- 
ful friend, what must it be, when that friend is bound by the 
inviolable religious obligation of a Divine Sacrament, to hold 
faith with us, and assist us in difficulties?” 


a | Some Protestant Minutate 


_ Express Views on Contfe: a 1 
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Great Scholar Speaks on Benefits of Confession | | 


Ay a 
id . 


_LEIBNITZ. 
(In His “Systema Theologicum”) 


insti 


it cannot be denied, is worthy of 
e Christian religi 


a broken spirit; and, in 


| REV. G. R. GEBAUER. ‘two souls—two souls ovpieed th f, 
| (Duluth, Minn., April 19, 1914.) presence of the spirit of God. » re « 
_ “No greater silliness is there than blessed thing to preach the Go apel a 
the rant about an institution like the | but to get alongside of « soul y | 
confessional, which fails to appeal to/ was defiant and obdurate,—this % 
us, but which has been 4 source of thing which means the burden, 
| comfort to millions.” passion, the toil of the ministry.” 
on, there be any | REV. E. H. STEVENS (Rapt) wR. J H. GUNNING. 
admiration, it is | (The Sioux City (Ia.) Journal, (Editor Scotch Paper.) 
Feb. 21, 1916.) “What blessings would accrue te” 
| “But God so made the human heart from the practice of confession 
and determined relations between man lowed by the imparting of pardon! 
‘and man that he hungers to hear the are so indoctrinated with the 
| word of absolutioni even though it is most development of religious 
spoken by his brother man. dividualism, so absolutely limited 
“To ignore this is poor psychology (self in our dealings with and 
‘It does not recognize the nature and | exceasively partial to self, 
‘the laws of the mind. The early/ once in a while we could 
Christians, centuries before the days'to certain chosen men te whom 
of compulsory priestly absolution, ap- could safely and reverently 
pointed ‘grave presbyters to hear the | our burden of wickedness, our sins 
confessions of voluntary penitents.’ | our battles with temptation, as well 
“Tt is folly to minimize the office of jour bitter sorrow—O what a i 
absolution because some ecclesiastics | relief it would be; and then 
have abused it. Who have abused the from their lips in God's cd 
Office more, the men who have used it. blessed assurance: ‘Be of good 
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though mistakenly, or those who have! son, thy sins are forgiven thee!’ 
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Christian Church from the Beginning | 
Has Observed This Sacrament. 


In speaking to a Protestant about} 
teaching and practice of the Cath. 
olic Church, among the many points. 
. Pegg he is sure to take offense 

is no one so misunderstood and 
smatade spoken of by him as. 
confession. And in order to set forth 
in clearness and detail all that per- 
tains to confession it would be neces. 
‘gary to treat the whole subject of 
penance, of which confession is but a 
ase. The space of this article will 
not permit of such an extended treat- 
ment; therefore, we shall confine ovr- 
jselves to a general and popular expo- 
sition. of .it,- keeping im view the. an- 
tipathy Protestants feel toward the’ 
-confessional. 


“That some kind of a confession is, 
necessary in order to obtain forgive- 
ness of sins is generally admitted by 
‘all sects which make any pretense of 
being orthodox from a Protestant 
standpoint. It is certainly insisted 
‘upon before baptism, and after as a 
means of restoration when one has 
fallen into sin. What are the many 
‘efforts of the ‘revivals’ held in Protes 

tant churches but earnest appeals to 
persuade sinners and back-slidden 
Christians to confess their sins as e 
means to ‘get right with God?’ 

“Who does not know that in every) 
Sunday morning and evening prayer 
service of the Episcopal church, after 
‘the general confession is made by the 
congregation, the minister gives them 
absolution? Or let anyone attend the 
Sunday services of any Dissenting 
body and he will hear, extempore 
though the prayer may be, a confes- 
sion of sin by the minister in behalf 
of himself and the congregation. 

“Confession, then, is a sine qua non 
of the Christian religion. For, since 
on the one hand, ‘without shedding 
‘of blood there is no remission,’ so on 
‘the other, there is no forgiveness 
|without confession. He that will not 
confess his sins shall perish. All of 
‘this is too plain to need further dis- 
‘cussion. The Church, the old and new 
Scriptures, tradition, and conscience. | 
all testify too plainly te the impera-' 
tive duty of the confession of sin. 
oe now let us take up the real 
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Some Reflections on the Blessed Trinity 
Which Are Worth While Remembering 


THE REASON FOR THREE 


omaenmattinnel 


‘two persons. 

| No one can be good unless there is 
another Person te whom he can be 
hind, No one can be good to a drop | 


an atom of hydrogen. 


exist only between two Persons. 
Therefore, since God possessed His 
attributes from all eternity, it fol- 
that there must exist more than 
God from all eternity. 
' Love is a quality of God, and love 
itself requires a plurality of persons 


Fathers. 
‘in all 


PERSONS IN GOD. | 
' 


. in their highest) 
perfection, as they are in God, can) 
iand lighted, 


a = 


(By Wilmoth A. A. ‘Pat. Former 
Methodist minister; became a 
Catholic in May, 1915, at 
Savannah, Ga.) 


point at issue. Why is it necessary 
to confess sin to a priest? Because 
this doctrine has the authority of the 
Church, the Scriptures, Tradition, and 
Moreover, it is exemplified 
ages from the inception of 
Christianity until the present day 
While to a Catholic it is sufficient that 
the Church teaches it, yet that his im- 


plicit faith may be made to rejoice 
at the explicitness of this holy doc- 


trine as manifested in Holy Scriptures, 


‘councils, writings of the Fathers, and 
constant practice 


of the 
Church, and furthermore that those 
outside her communion who think con 
fession to a priest a horrible thing 
imposed upon humanity and a usurpa- 
tion of power over the souls and con- 
sciences of men, may be enlightened 
and helped, we wish to call attention 
to some salient facts below . 


“After a soul has been cleansed of 
all sin by baptism, if he should again 
fall into sin, how shall such a one be 
restored to a state of wrace and fel- 
lowship with God? Baptism from its 
very nature and meaning cannot be 
repeated; what then shall he do? We 
may reat that Blessed 
Lord in His divine wisdom did 
fail to provide such a 
tingeney when established 
Church. 

“When a sinner repents of his sins. 
from his heart, and acknowledges his 
transgressions to God and His minis- 
ters—the dispensers of the mysteries 
of Christ—resolving to turn from his 
evil ways, and to bring forth fruit 
worthy of penance,’ then, and only 
then, may he avail himself of that 
‘authority left by Christ to absolve 
such a penitential sinner from his 
sins, which authority, we believe. 
Christ gave to His Apostles and their 
successors, the bishops and priests of 
His Church those words when He 
said: ‘As Father has ‘sent me 
IL also send When he had said 
to them: Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 
whose sins you shall forgive they are 
forgiven them; and whose sins you 
jshall retain, they are retained.’ 


assured our 
not 
against 


He 


con 


His 


the 


you. 


Thomas F. Coakley, D. D., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


| By Rev. 
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God is not only a Personal Being, | exist only between two beings of the 


hence the plurality of 


The human family iteelf is an 
image of the Biessed Trinity. The 
family consists of Father, Mother and 
Child. We cannot conceive of a 
family without these three. A father 


Which would|of water; no person can be unjust to | supposes a mother, a mother implies « 


father, and a child supposes both 
mother and father. 

If three candles are placed together 
they will form but one 


SS ARORA De PR A Mle Sintec Seda tomes a tants must get back to the first 


A - Convert-Minister Writes on 
“‘Confession in the Catholic Church’’ 


\the dead He appeared to His disciples 


closed room and said to His disciples | 


| Moreover, 


Catholic | 


flame, a crude, indeed, buf intelligible | 


instance of three and one. 
White light iteelf is not a single 
‘beam of light, but is a trinity of rays. 


‘It can be divided inte its component 


parts, red, yellow sand blue rays 
neither one of which can 
they are all three dis- 


' 


every day life. 
exist! We ought to accept the 


neglected it almost entirely? Protes-| sweet it seems, and how t 
Indeed our Savior, who knows 4 
in man better than our own Protest 
teachers do, urges us throUgh His” 
Apostle: ‘Confess your sins one a on 
other’ (James v, 16). And, so tender 
in His pity, that He has given 
to men thus to become each 
consolation and help unto eternal life 


principles of human nature and good 
religion.” 
| REV. DR. KILPATRICK (Presby.) 
(Toronto, Canada.) 
“The Roman Catholic Church knows 
full well the value of the personal 
work of confession. . It is not a 


“First,—this sacrament was institut 
ed by our Lord Himself. During the 
forty days after His resurrection from 


‘speaking of the kingdom of God.’ 
New one of these most 7 oye oc- 
casions was the evening of the Resur 


rection Day, when He appeared in the! 


Authors Who Tell of the 


Reasonableness of ra 


ELBERT HUBBARD. 
(In “Friendship and Death.”) 

“The confessional seems a crying 
need of every human soul.” 

REV. CHARLES M. SHELDON, 

(Author of “In His Steps” 
Topeka, Kan.) 

“Tt is a place where the people can 
carry their troubles of whatever kind 
of ature, busines#, spiritial and tre- 
family affairs and purely 
and receive advice 
such as any minister should be able 
to give, advice that no lawyer and few 
other friends could give.” 

DR. LIDDON., 
and Letters of Henry P 
Johnson, p. 191.) 
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the words in the preceding’! 
paragraph. 

“Here is a plain statement which 
has always been interpreted by the 
Church to mean that to those whom 
Christ sent was given by His authority 
the power to forgive and retain sin 
it ig too obvious to need 
proof that if sins are to be forgiven 
or retained they must first be made 
know?h to that authority the 
power to forgive and retain 

“Conformable to this interpretation 
is the practice of St. 
the : incestuous 


quoted 


‘ing the influence of confession on this © 
‘branch of morals, I: obtained Precio 


missioners a return of the number of — 
legitimate and illegitimate children in” 4 
the workhouses of the four, provinces — 
of Ireland on a particular day, prin 
27th November, 1862. It fs a 
to mark how strikingly the resulta 
there conveyed cortespend with thé 
confession theory; the proportion of 
illegitimate children coinciding almost 
exactly with the relative proportions 
of the two religions in each provines, 
being larwe where the Protestant ele- 
ment is large and small where it is 
smali.” 
CHRISTIAN AT WORK. 
(Eaditorial, September 8, 1892.) 

“There is no question that the con- 
fessional as a means for relief to the 
sin-burdened soul has its advantages, 
It must be a great relief to one bear 
ing the burden of some sin to be able, 
through a small sereen window, 
whisper into the ear of the faithful 


Service If preaching forgiveness in 
; a * ail : : . priest the story of the sin and ask 
Christ's ‘Name’ was all that had been . 

shall do To be sure, there 


what he 
meant a very different form of words ‘ . : ‘ 
the feeling in our Protestantism ‘Geo 


aise . ik 
and tell Jesus.’ But even here per- 


would not merely have answered th 

urpose of the Church, but would hav: 

ct ‘ plexity and doubt sweep over the soul 
What must I 


nust | make? 
me if. 


having ligious, 


personal matters 


Paul relative tc 
person mentioned 
Il Cor. 2:6-10 The Corinthian 
church rebuked and 
demned the guilty 
now exhorted by 
Christian charity him, and 
that he himself had pardoned him ‘in 
the of Christ,’ 
descriptive of the 
by 
Church t 
who 


if) 


having con 
, (Lite Liddon 


brother, they are 


St. Paul to exercise : 
“The prayer-book teaches distinctly 
that a priest has the power of promot 


ing absolutions whieh 


tOWATAS 


, j ratifie in 
person words exactls re Fat ed ' 


> ve TAL ° 4 he yy s 
acramenta! power hea - this can only , : uied by 


tne of 


Because 


and non-natural! in 
terpretation of the plain words of the 
Ordinal and of the Sick 


an unhistorical 


exercised all the 
Catholic 
Christ baptize 
who the ibs 
bread and wine into the substance of 
His hiood, and it 
Christ who forgives the 
ner; and yet all the above sacramental! 
are ministered through the 
He 
language in 
v:18-20, 


priests 
Mia Yy it is , 
confirms Visitation 


of the 


who 
tance 


changes 


body and is 


penitent sin 


answered it much better.’ 


men as the questions arise 


bo ils DR. FORBES. lg 7 
at Ch (“Meme 
with the 


__hristian 


acts 


whom has sent St 


What reparation 
Or vet. The 
resistibly at times: shell I, what 
the result of m ar That agonized cry often 
from the troubled soul that 
ef, but We thus 
ut the con. 
of those interest in 
Of course many would 
But 
y last 
would the 
So far as the Re- 
it is 
m the dogma of priestly 
vith which it is connected. 

indoubtedly a great 
at times if some 
could find some 
who could serve him 
of spiritual de 


randums made 
in LRH.” } 


the same epistie 


Llempter assails 
Keeping 


of the 


m@ aiso in 


dignity and 
priesthood. 


what 
‘és A ; 


uiries iS 


authority rate, 
that, 


from a 


any do? 
right 
point 
of confessi 
the Irish of the humbler c! 


a direct 


whether omes up 
“In the second place, if anvone will 
take the time 
find that the 
ing and practice 
by the Christian from the 
days of its inatitution until the 
those sects 


nselve if afr 


VWrons theolorical! CC KS Vaill 


to investigate he will! view, this instrument throw ibject for the 


above s ripturai ts ach imornyr BARES sicleration hay ing 


has been followed preservative against ertair he matter 


of immorality 
other charges preferred 


Church forms Amongst say ‘Go and tell your minister.’ 


pres iti ster is 


which 
earty 


Agat! the the ve 


for 
thet 
the 


fession to 


in Ireland and elsew!} 

t affords fo 
mind, 
such c: 
such 


fession 
facilit 


female 


ent time; nom one con le 


separated 
date from 
retain con 
of the original reve 
of faith 


oOTTrut tit ’ secret 


Catholic Church still and of ite actuall' ‘onfessional is 


rruption o far separabie fre 
corruption 


concerned 
i priest as a part 


and 


ing to 
from 
the 

of female life among t 


is In a consider 


lation deposit resulti 


onfessiona!. he SIT) he 
' itor 

‘f ' 

. mal 

this v 


a view of testing 
ticable the truth : 


on ery amr is The v¥ j f | ’ ts’ ; 
as far as wi 


t the 


ttical time 
onflict.” 


He Hath Committed to us the 


Ministry of Reconciliation; 


mm through the priest; 
Church to Tertullian (second cen« 
words te the neces. 
fits of confession; St 
century ) speaks of 
women, who had been led astray 
ig, and going to 
ved. This Brings us 
to the very days of the Apostiag®. 
nom Christ “committed the mits. 
if reconciliation” (2 Cop. ¥, 19; Ay 


theory re 


but dif 
the one 

This i 
of 


which funetions 


manifestations 


all of 
ferent 
spiritual substance, 
still 
three ana 


are 
of 
the soul 
another ordinary analogy 
‘ne very Heo inning ’ me na 


the ‘)-( 


tire (nriatian we d heid to the 


one re a . par 


fet rr ti ; (oy ay 
be solar , we 


Still another would light 
color and heat. Each of these is in a 
sense solar radiance, and each is dis 
tinct from the others, and yet they 
are so closely united that in conjunc ane » the Sane eo 

st oY rhe r ent of 


@ : | ' . 2 "Tia! DY ne r ry wiciy 
tion they form but one radiance. : wos be. one 
of which Confession 14 a for the : 


whoie 


tne en te Many 


same belief and tlence. 
from 


irrefutahb 


pra ' 


id 


lrenaeus 


Apart sity ar 


<ripture, we would have ar 


©? arvrumen' for he Givine it 


some 


Dart . abso! 


Each of the three extends wherever 
the other extends, either in time or 
space. You cannot imagine sunlight 
without color and heat; each is 
true nature unknowable, and each i« 
as a rule, invisible 

The mysteries of there 
fore, even the most difficult of them 
such as the Blessed Trinity, are not 
without their analogies in 


(hurch of Christ could not have 


from the 


the 


Veteran (1215) 


been 


, (so back 
its 108 . , 
t ( out f 


wrong Deginnine 


ver ‘enturies 
refer 
confession as a prac but obligates Lontession to a prient 
s Fact in the Church 
eount for the same apart fre, 
institution of the Sacrame 
When? Where? 
questions usually 
connection with any em : 
or innovation. Yet soli 


even one of. those whus” 


has rf ‘ 
eonfess at least once a N . wn i 
year; St of the fifth cen 

tury, refers to it when he forbids some 
bishops to insist on publi 


rr 


Catholics 


religion, 


Leo, “A Pope 


conression, ance 


ordinary * suil 


saying that private print 
cient: St 
writes; ‘The second plank after ship- 
wreck (of the soul) is the faithful and 
cept the mysteries of the universe | simple confession of your sins.” have manufactured 

around us, for the mysteries of the) St. Oyprian (third century) talks tempted to designate the phir w 
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‘also, whoever is self-ordained, or or- 
dained by irregular authority, is ne 
real minister of Christ, has no powers | 
and is not deserving of the respect) 
‘and reverence rightly or- 
dained minister of God. 
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the Questions which fol- || Adam act after his death? 
low; also learn the mean- A. Adam died after a 
ing of terms frequently ance of 980 years 
used in connection with } * - 
our religion. 


pen- 


When did Jesus institute 
sacrament of penance? 


piety of his brother Abel. 

Q. What did Seth and Enos 
do? 

A. They began to invoke the | 
Lord by public worship, and 
Henoch, one of their descendants 
merited by his eminent virtues 
to be taken up from the earth 
alive. He will be sent at the end 
of the world to prepare men for) 
the coming of the Savior. 

Q. Did the descendants 
Seth remain faithful to God? 

A. Yes, for a long time, and 
they were called the children of 
God; whereas, the descendants 
of Cain followed in the footsteps | 
of their father, and were styled | 

of God and the dispensers of | the children of men. But, at 

mysteries. last, the former contracting al-| 
Whilst the priest is chosen from our liances with the latter, became 


the 


By which words and act? 
What the 
peace: 
How 
tained ? 
How do you know that priests 
today are empowered to forgive 
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How should Christians 
the priests of the Church? 
Christians should look upon the) 
ee of the Church as the messen- | 
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look upon 


“splat and may share in the weakness corrupted and forgot the fidelity 


of human infirmity, yet we must re- 
member that God had a definite rea- 
gon for calling him to be a leader. 
God has shown him honor, and for this | 
feason at least we should honor him. | 

Who can confer the Sacrament of | 
‘Holy Orders? 

Bishops can confer the Sacrament 
of Holy Orders. 


'which they owed to God. 


THE REWARD OF PERSE- 
VERANCE. 
At 


a school entertainment in Bos- 


He was suc-| 
ceeded in quality by Patriarch by, 
his son Seth, who imitated the) 


At the time named there was a host; 
of boys waiting at the gate. 
were admitted, but the overseer | 
‘seemed a little perplexed as to the! 
‘best way of choosing one from among 
so many, and he said: “Now, boys, 
when I only want one of you, how) 
can I choose from so many?” ’ 


After thinking a moment, he in-| 


'vited them all into the yard, and 
‘driving a nail into one of the large: 
trees, and taking a short stick, told) 
them that the boy who could hit the 
‘nail with the stick a little distance 
from the tree should have the place 
| The boys all tried hard, and, after | 
three trials, each failed to hit the 
nail. 
again next morning; and this time 
when the gate was opened there was 
but one boy, who, after being admit- 
| ted, picked up the stick, and throwmeg 
4 at the nail, hit it every time. 

“How is this?” said the overseer 
“What have you been doing?” 

And the boy, looking up with tears 
in his eyes, said: “You see, sir, | 
have a mother, and we are very poor 
I have no father, sir, and I thought ] 
should like to get the place, and so 
help all I can; and after going home | 
‘yesterday, I drove a nail 
‘barn, and have been trying ever since 
and have come down this morning to 
try again.” 

The boy was admitted to the place. | 

Many years have passed since the) 
above incident, and this boy is now a 
prosperous and wealthy man, and at | 
the time of the incident at the mills | 
he was the first to step forward with | 
la gift of $500 to relieve the sufferers. 
His success came by perseverance.—_ 
Little Crusader. 


Longfellow ‘head ‘a a great love %for | 
children. One little fellow in par-'! 
ticular was fond of spending his time | 
in the great poet’s library. One day) 
after a long and patient perusal of 
titles (to him, 
works), the little chap asked, 
grieved sort of way: 


in al 
“Haven't you 


ton some years ago, a story was told | got a ‘Jack the Giant-Killer’?” Long-/ necessarily, as you shall see. 
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vera ora a from Pberaict ie: 
they saw the Lord. He said, therefore, 
to them again: Peace be to you. As 
the Father hath sent me, I also send 


Let us stop here for a moment and 
ponder on this passage: “As the 
Father hath sent me, I also send you.” 
By these words Jesus Christ conveyed 


received from His heavenly Father. 
It is the same as if he had said, “My 
Father sent me upon earth to preach 
'the gospel, te convert sinners, to for- 


| give them their sins; and as I am now 


about to leave the earth, I choose you 
to go on with my work, and,.in my 
name, preach the gospel, convert sin- 
ners, and forgive them their sins”; 
for “as the Father hath sent me, | 
also send you,” 

Continue now the text: “When he 
had said this, he breathed on them: 
and he said to them: Receive ye the 
‘Holy Ghost.” Stop there and miark 
the meaning of these solemn words: 
“Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” Why 
| does Christ invest His apostles with 
'this divine power? Evidently it must 
be to exercise by its virtue a divime 
| prerogative. What is this office they 
|are to fulfill by the power of the Holy 
Ghost? Read on, and slowly, and 
weigh well the words, and you will 
léarn: “Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 
whose sins you shall forgive, they are 
‘forgiven them: 
‘shall retain, they are retained.” Here, | 
by these plain, simple, and expressive 
words, Christ bestows upon 
apostles the power to forgive sins. The 
'words are too plain and direct to be 


perverted to any other meaning thant offending God 
that which they bear on their face and then, is 


| naturally €ignify. There is no escape 
from their meaning except it be to 
give up the Bible and deny 
authority of Christ. 

“Suppose Christ did give to His 
apostles the power to forgive sins, 
does not follow that one must te!l his | 
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At one of the/in a pitying way and silently left the’ 


He also gave the power to retain sin. 
There is, therefore, a question to be'| 
decided when the sinner comes to the 
priest: Shall his sins be forgiven or 
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the New dispensation. And that such 
judicial power is truly given, and is to 
be exercised in the Christian Church, 
follows at once from the words of in- 
stitution, as we cannot fail to see 


2. We have already cited the words 
of our Lord promising the power 
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iupon the flames of Hell, against 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
Valdeflores. 


“Ferdinand, mio, you are not 
tele, Ce Se 
gi?” cried Yeabel, alarmed at his 
manner and expression. 

“Ay, senorita, I am wounded, but 
not by the Weapons of war or sport. 
I'm wounded unto death by your in- 
sincerity, petfidy. Why did you save 
my life, sinte you place so slight a 
value on it? I whs prépared to go; 
faith in youg like a‘star in the night 
time, lightened my way. Oh, but you 
are deceitful, madam, to wear with 
sath a grace the livery of angels. | 
held you as @ saint. My only fear was 
hat I might worship you, mistaking 
you for virtue’s self.” 


stfangely. I do got understand you. 
Make your meaning plainer. If I have 
appeared fairer or moré virtuous to 


I am not angry, Ysabe! 
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there are those who are not above 


Bishop of Granada, my Lord Fonseco. 
Pity he was not born outright a cour- 

; it must be hard on him to bend 
the knee in them Bishop's robes. They 
say he is so polite that when the Em- 
peror asks him the time, he holds out 
his watch and says, ‘I'd rather your 
Majesty would say first.’ Senor Par- 
rot. I wonder who he is. His head 


but hurt beyond récovery. Now do I 
remember mie as you never were a 
Spaniard. You are of a height with 
the wanton Venus de Medici; your 
heart is Grecian false, and your fair- 
hess has the look in it of the fairness 
of false Helen of Troy; the fickle 
Greeks were in Iberia when your 
fathers were amaking.” 

“He is gone, Filomeria,” said 
Ysabel, looking after de Soto. “How 
did his eyes flash like an unsheathed 
sword. I never thought before that | 
should fear him. See, he enters the 
doorway of the castle, as if he meant 
to break bread with us. I will not 
follow him with officious hospitality 
but in secret I will arfiend my faults. 
I will not have him, Filomena, until! J 
do deserve him. I am not unprepared 
for this blow. Last night I dreamed 
that his mother, and my mother stood 
beside my bed, and shed tears of 
blood.” 

“Dreams go by contrary, your 
ladyship; that’s the sign of a wed. 
ding.” 


“Did you notice at the court a cer- 


tain lady, Princess Elinora of France. 


| who followed Don Ferdinand like his 
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would not be too big if his body were 
‘not too small; his legs would not look 


o of the King’s Palace,| 
saying that he was impolite. The! 


not be present at the marriage which 
he wished to be consummated by proxy 
in Spain. He asked that his Majesty, 
he approved, give the marriage the 
favor, atid appoint for the es- 


to expediate all things happily. 

Ferdinand de Soto, who is at this time 
high in favor at the Court, will escort 
la Contessa de Olivarer to her new 
home, and her new lord. Don Ferdin- 
and hes selected from the flower of 
the Spanish chivalry fifteen cavaliers 
to accompany him to the colonies. He 
will command the ship, and has been 
ordered to set sail when the marriage 
festivities have been completed.” 


}so much like sticks of maccaroni, if 
jhis feet were not so much like canoes; 
he would not be so ridiculous if he 
‘were not pranked out in yellow and 
\fed like the flag of Spain. As to his 
/bonnet, it is the cap young gallants 
‘wear when they go a wooing. The 
goose feather stuck crosswise, and all, 
lif it were not so small, it would not 
‘look 80 much like a leaf tied to a 
i\donkey’s head. 

| “The Marquez, Ponce de Léon, who 
ilike the eagle of the Andes, can turn 
\his head éentitély around, and is al- 
Ways looking backwatds to his youth, 
left behind him. The Conde Almonte, 
Donna Bella, and all the rest, have 
come to do observarice to the hospi- 
tality of Valdeflorés. Ah, here too 
comes that bird of-evil omen, Ben Levi, 
the Jew, clutching his bag of gold, as 
if he feared to send the money he 
loaned to the Princess by any mes- 
senger save himself, lest the mes- 
sengef might forget to return the 
dirty bag. And here is that gaunt and 
gruesome shadow, Omar, the Lion of 
‘God. Lady Safiya told me that he 
‘kept a map of Moorish Granada and 
all the anciem titles to the land in 
Andalusia, and that his nephew is ih 
‘the colotiies, the Count Inigo 
| Olivares, woufd soon return to Spain 
‘to aid him in the recovery of the King- 
‘dom of Bobadil. When I see him ! 
am reminded of the proverb, “The 
wolf changes his céat but he does not 
change his nature.’ ” 
| “Yeabel arose and said, “let us re- 
‘tim to the castle, I must play the 
\hostess to these our guests. That 
\dream I had last night weighs upon 
“my spirits, or perhaps it was the 
strange behavior of Ferdinand. Come 
to my boudoir, Filomena, and let no 
‘one dress me but yourself. I cannot 
“endure to have any one near me who 
‘does not love me.” 

| In the great hall, called the hall of 
the Armor, the guests had assembled 
iwhen Ysabel entered and said gra- 
iciously, “Welcome to Valdefiores, my 
iffiends; this castle, my horses, my 
| servants, all that I have, are yours.” 

| .Quevado answering, said: “I am at 
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This cut does not do justice to 
the picture, whieh is a 
masterpiece. 
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This picture is divecaly the re- 
THE PRESENT EURO- 
WAR which has plangod 

half the world in conflict 


, 


ae | pines to the judgment of her guard-| 


' 


As the volee of Quevado, like iron 
clanking on iron, delivered the mes- 
sage of the Emperor, Ysabel’s coun. 
| tenance recorded surprise, consterna- 
tion, protest. She lifted’ her eyes,— 
her lover's, but he gave her a glance 
so stern and wrathful that she had te 
‘ite her lip to keep back the tears’ 
“Senor Quevado,” she said, quietly, 
'“T am for the first time informed of 
his Majesty’s commands concerning 
ime. I am wholly unprepared to ac- 
‘cept this offer of marriage. I have 
this Count Inigo de 


| never séen 
| Olivarez.” 


| As a dove caught in the fowler’s 
Yaabel involuntarily lifted her eyes 
biere to the face of her lover. But 
what a changé was there. His brow 
had smoothed itself, his eyes crown 
tender as a woman's. 

| “The Princess lied to me,” he said 
| under his breath. 

“He is pleased that I am to be 
ried to another,” thought Ysabe! 
| “That you have never met 
Count Inigo,” said Quevado, 


mar- 


the 


your father has selected him. A 


damsel is safer in trusting her hap- 


jians than to her inexperienced fancy. 
\His Majesty never laid eyes on Isa- 


‘bella of Portugal until the week be- 
fore their marriage. I defy the uni 
| verse to furnish a more perfect union 


~ 


’ 


' |than theirs. Lay aside your scruples 


| ; 
'senorita; your consent is all that is 
wanting now. You hesitate; well, 
\well: let me see what can be done. 


| “Lidutenant Narvaez, you that are that they may be blessed in the 


ito stand for the absent bridegroom, 
speak with Donna Ysabel. It is a lit- 
tle sudden. I have sometimes won- 
dered myself that damsels could so 
unconcernedly leave the sheltered 
|paths of maidenhood to embark upon 
the tasbid currents of matrimonial 
inquietude.”’ 

Lieutenant Narvaez, he whom Filo 
mena had called Senor Paraot, made 
a most elaborate bow, and knelt before 
Yaabel. 


“Effulgence of the dawn,” he said 


_ dramatically, waving his cap, “frag¢- 


rance of lilies, I am here as the repre 
sentative of one who adores you even 
‘from having seen your portrait as 
Mahomet adored,—adored,—well, as 
‘Mahomet adored, I can’t at this mo- 
ment recall which one, but as Mahomet 
‘adored the majority of his wives. |! 
ido not but feebly express his sent 
‘ments. I was not born to find favor 
‘in the sight of women. He was; he 
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Do Catholic prayer-books con- 
tain a prayer for the President 
and other rulers? ' | 

The following prayer is con- 
tainel in most prayer-books : 

“We pray Thee, O God of 
might, wisdom, and justice, 
through whom authority is right- 
ly administered, laws are enact- 
ed, and judgment decreed, ds- 
sist, with Thy Holy Spirit of 
counsel and fortitude, the Presi- 
dent of these United States, that 
his administration may be con- 


‘ducted in righteousness, arf be 
‘over whom he presides, by en- 
couraging due reapect for virtue 


tion of the laws in justice and 
mercy; and by restraining vice 
and immorality. 
Thy divine wisdom direct the de- 
liberations of Congress, and 
shine forth in all the proceedings 


: 


government; so that they may 
tend to the preservation of 


happiness, the increase of in- 


| dustry, sobriety, 


liberty. 

| “We pray for His Excallency, 
the Governor of this State, for 
the members of the State Legis- 


appointed to guard our political 
‘welfare; that they may be en- 
‘abled, by Thy powerful protec. 
tion, to discharge the duties of 
their respective stations with 
honesty and ability. 
| “We recommend 
Thy unbounded mercy all our 
brethren and  fellow-citizena, 
throughout the United States. 


likewise to 


‘knowledge, and sanctified in the 
observance of Thy 
law; that they may be preserved 
in union, and in that: peace 
which the world cannot give; and 
after enjoying the blessings of 
this life, be admitted those 
which are eternal,”’ 
Why is it that the 
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separate Whole United States, there is not. 
an average of one person to the 


north Germany with south Ger- 


Brazil, a country larger than the 


square mile. How could you ex- 
pect schools to be built for the 
accommodation of all the people? 
Compare France with England, 


many, Belgium with Holland, 
ete., and the countries whose 
population is mostly Catholic 
are not behind the so-called 
Protestant countries with refer- 


‘ence to education. ! 
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and useful! 
knowledge, and may perpetuate) 
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most holy! 


Would I break my nine Fri-| 
days by not receiving Holy Com- 
munition in April, which was) 
Good Friday? | 

No; while there are some whe | 
believe that when the First Fri- 


eminently useful to Thy people,’ jay comes on Good Friday a. 


Communion on the following 
Sunday would supply the omis- | 
sion, the weightier authorities | 
hold that the month in which it’ 
is impossible to receive on the) 


First Friday simply falls out,| +o 
and that it takes ten months to/ CIETY 


complete the Novena of nine! 


‘First Fridays in such a year. 
and laws framed for our rule and 


As I understand it Catholics 
are bound to receive Holy Com-' 
munition once a year. Now, would | 
one be obliged to go at Easter | 
time in case he had received a’ 
few months previous? 

Yes. He is obliged to receive | 
oly Communion during Easter 
time, which in our country, ex- 
tends from the first Sunday in 
Lent—about forty days before | 
Easter—until Trinity Sunday, | 
fty-six days after Easter. By! 
er law, the Church intends that 
people should go at least during 
every Easter season, which) 
would be once a year. | 

Very few Catholics remain! 
away from the sacraments a/' 
whole year any more. In fact. 
there are but few parishes now, | 
in which members of men’s so- 
dalities are expected to go only 
once in three months. Monthly 
communion is not too frequent 
for anyone. 

Are fish and egas allowed at 
one meal on Good Friday? 

Yes, any food outside of meat. 
is allowed at the principal meal 
on Good Friday, but the Church 
that eggs, 
and milk be not eaten. 
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when they meet to- 


We would like to know what) gether at public functions. 


Protestant coun- 
tries? There is no such country 
of any importance. The United 
States is ‘not Protestant: two- 
thirds of its people are indif- 
ferentists with reference to all 


if meant by 


is handsome, courtly,/ rich} Oh, but!religion and are not affiliated’ 


ithe is rich. You can outshine the 
‘Queen of Spain in apparel, can make 
‘soup of pearis, if you will, and pave 


\your kitchen with gold’ My name is Christian churches of the U. S. 


'Pamfilo de Navarez, Lieutenant to 
\your kinsman, the Duke dé Velasquez 


‘afd I am. madam, your most obedient 


| servant.” 


Thé face of Narvaez, with this ef 


‘fort, became red like the comb of a South, where there are very { 


Toa Our Sanday Visitor | 


tatkey gobbler, and drops of perspira 
tion beaded his forehead. 
(To be continued.) 
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e | Mexico and some of the South; Means attend to this matter at 


with any church. Nearly one- 
half of the membership of the 
is Catholic. The illiteracy is 
prominent in those states in this 
country where the 
population is smallest 


(Catholn 

In the 
ew 
Catholics, illiteracy is high; 
Massachusetts, where 60 percent 
of the people are Catholics, there 
is scarcely any illiteracy. Eng- 
land is not Protestant any more 
than the United States: two 
fifths of the population of Ger 
many 1s Catholic, and the Cath- 
olic provinces in Germany haye 
no more uneducated people than 
the Protestant provifices. It is 
true that the rate of illiteracy is 
lower in Italy, and in Spain, than 
in the United States, but it must 
be remernbered that the Catholic 
Church oppressed in those 
by an infidel govern- 


is 


nt. 
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, Ordinarily 


our enemies mean 


American countries, such 
Brazil, when they speak of il- 
literate Catholic countries. For 
‘more than sixty years the Cath. 
olic Church has not been allowed 


as 


; ‘to engage herself in education in, permit it, but 
Land, $10 per eefe.' Mexico and it must be remem- for worry with reference 


,one-half Indian. Even 


in Baltimore 
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in our! could be received; (3) Write to 
lown country where the Indians/ Conkey 


la their 
geographically ’ 

They have only the authority 
of other archbishops. The 
portance of the archdioceses 
over which they preside is the 
principal explanation of these 
Sees being honored with Cardi- 
saitimore had the first 
‘ardinal, because it is the oldest 
diocese in the country. 
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truly an apostolic work, worthy of the highest 
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tends to supply, in @ popular and practical way. the 


m this good work and express fiy hopes that 


« of the chims of Holy Mother Churenh, 
commendation and encouragement. 
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OUR FIFTH BIRTHDAY. 

OUR SUNDAY VISITOR is five years old today. 
She has been a most precociotis babe, for it is of record 
that she has already accomplished big things. “Not 
to herself’, however, “not to herself, O Lord, but to 
Thy name”, does she give the glory. 

Thy bléssing and Thy power have been per- 
ceptibly felt by our little messenger on her weekly 
errand in carrying Thy truth to hundreds of thous- 
ands; and on this, our anniversary day, we ask for 
naught else than a continuance of Thy favor, for Thy 
love and Thy grace—for ourselves and our myriads of 
réaders. 


While the first issue of OUR SUNDAY VISITOR 

bore the date of May 5, the first number of Volume VI 

‘will be dated April 29. This is accounted for by the 

of three Sundays in the year 1916. 

e “Auspice Maria”, and hope to persevere 
under such patronage. 
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It might not be atiss to state our policy with 
réfe the “Collection of Funds”, to which prom- 
inence*has béen given during the past few months. 

OUR SUNDAY VISITOR will do no professional 
soliciting ; it will not engage itself in any new form of 

or Foreign Mission endeavor, but it will accept 
offerings for existing enterprises which are in sore 
need of help. We feel that the Almighty expects this 
of us, inasmuch as our paper visits many thousands 
Of péople, who are unréached by anf other Catholic 
paper or magazine, and who, for this reason, are not 
even conversant with the general needs of the Church. 
Pastors will always find us working hardest for them. 
We shall never fail to impress on our readers that 


_ their first loyalty is to their own parish and diocese, 


but we would misrepresent the Church if we did not 
also remind them that their duty does not end there. 
Two years ago we incorporated our business in 
order to perpetuate it. Now, we are taking steps to 
alter it from a corporation to an “Association” formed 
in accordance with the Charitable and Eleémosynary 
law. Under its new charter no individual will be the 
possessor of a’ single share of stock, or have any 
ownership of the Association’s assets. With the 
present high cost of paper and everything else used in 
the publishing business, we would have little left for 
charity under the corporation arrangement. Under 
the new form of existence whatsoever profit remains, 
after the running expenses of our business are met, 
can go into funds to assist existing forms of mission 
enterprises. 
ith this praiseworthy aim and purpose OUR 
SUNDAY VISITOR should meet not only with the en- 
couragement, but with the actual assistance, of every 
priest and lover of the Church in the United States. 
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Ours is a popular National weekly, and its wide 
distribution can in no wise conflict with the ciréula- 
tion of diocesan papers, which fill a field entirely 
different, Ours is in a class by itself, answers an 
urgent need, and, with its extremely low subscription 


price, can easily be taken in addition to another paper 


or Magazine 
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THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE. 
Confession, abhorred only by those who have 
never experienced its sweet consolations, is treated in 
this issue by Christian writers of the early centuries, 
by Protestant theologians, ministers, authors, and 
editors, We recommend a careful perusal of their 
utterances, and would ask the reader to bear in mind 
that three-fourths of all the Christians in the world 
today believe in and practice confession to a priest. 
There are in Asia several Christian sects which are 
one thousand years older than any form of Protes- 
tantism, yet, despite their severance from the Mother 
Church, they have never repudiated the Sacrament of 
Penance. Does not the very fact of the existence of 
confession among these schismatic religions argue for 
the antiquity of the practice? Does it not bear un- 
impeachable testimony to the general prevalence of 
the practice back in the fourth and fifth centuries? 
No reasonable person could expect that the three- 
fourths, who have been longer in possession, should 
give an account of themselves to the one-fourth, who 
wantonly discarded a universal and centuries-old 
practice; the one-fourth of Christians should rather 
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» called upon to give an account of themselves to the 
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ti,"ee-fourths. 
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pace is brought to the soul of the individual, and 
1s established and maintained, bythe sacra- 
Mehich our Divine Savior bequeathed to His 
@+ie instruments of grace. 
= ap ism the human child becomes an adopted 
pod; it is re-born; that is, it receives a 
1 $a rs 


—T = | the “Social Idea.” 
| see John Noll, aoe 4 


7 
which was instituted by our Divine Lord on the day of 
His Resurrection. 
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THE SAINTS AND DEMOCRACY. 
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Written for Our Sunday Visitor by Rev. Albert Muntsch, 

St. Lowls University. 
Literature during the last half century has been largely characterized by 
It has been tinged with the spirit of democracy. Poems 
have recited the joys and sorrows, the hopes and aspirations of the “ordinary 
man,” while works of fiction have dealt with those hard facts of life around 
Which revolves.the lot of the laboring man and of the humbler members of 
society. 

Destined to guide man to a supernatural end, the Church calmly purstes 
this spiritual work for rich and poor, for saint and sinner, for those in power 
and those jm subjection. Clashes between capital and labor concern her only 
when the moval aspect of the controversy is concerned or when the spiritual 
welfare of those concerned is in jeopardy. But yet she adapts herself in a 
certain way, and as much as is consistent with her main purpose, to changing 
cénditions. She may, and in fact, she does change her tactics and her methods 
of gaining souls for the kingdom of Christ. For the Work of God, as Father 
Faber happily says, “must be done anew in every age,” nor “must we make 
light of the difference of ages.” 

And what méssage has the Church in these days of the thanging order 
‘and in this era of “the new democracy?” She still preaches, and perhaps 
| more insistently than ever, the great truth of the brotherhood of man, that all 
| teri without exception are creatures of God and that all are equal, that fie 
ohly privilege worth esteeming is that of fellowship with Christ in His king- 
‘dom. She teaches that all—rich and poor, high and low—are children of God 
| ahd called to be members of the Church triumphant in Heaven. Now this is 
| the spirit of genuine democracy, it is a teaching which will do much to smooth 
‘ott the iftequalities springing from difference of éarthly fortane and of 
_worldly prestige 
| It is in her saifits that the Church gives offé of the best and strongest 
‘proofs of her devotion to the great principle of équal human rights for all. 
We have not yet heard of a saint who attained to holiness by pride, by over- 
beating conduct, by spurning the God-given rights of the little ones or of the 
humblest toiler, by tyranny or by lust of power. The Aposties rose to their 
sublime office of spiritual gwidés of the early Christian communities from “the 
ranks” of the people. For with the exception of Matthew and Bartholomew, 
they were in all probability, fishermen or laborers. 

The great missionaries of the Church often began their work by preach- 
ing to the proud potentates of foreign lands the great principle of equa) rights 
for all men, and dared to tell them that there is no authority but that which 
cometh* of God. They did much to uplift wormtenhood atid to alleviate the 
wretched lot of the slave and of the prisoner of War. 

Francis Xavier, though of noble linesge, gave up all earthly prospects in 
ordér to live and to die for the cause of his Master among a strange people. 
Peter Claver became the servant of slaves in Cartagena. Brebeuf and Lalle- 
mand and the other pioneer missionaries of Northern America sométimes 
scoured the forest for food for the sick and abandoned savages, and ministered 
to the comfort of the children of the wilds. Bishop Marty, who laboted long 
‘among the Sioux of North Dakota, lived, as far as reffards material comforts, 
the life of those whom he had corre to evangelize. 

The and the missionaries have done much to break down the harsh 
barriers wealth afd poverty. In Inidia their cry was: “We must 
abolish as tiuch as we can the abominable system of caste.”’ The pioneers of 
the gospel lived conteritedly in the wigwam of the Redskin, in the hut of the 
Fellah, and ii the graal of the Zulu. 

When in the great cities of our land there is a migration of the well-to-do 
away from gtime and dust, and the clangor of toil and the roar of machinery, 
to the “fashionable section,” the Chureh of Christ does not abandon the poor 
and the day-laborer. She stays in the midst of those who pass laborious days 
in the factories and foundries of the city. But others of the so-called Chris- 
‘tian churehes, in spite of the glowing tribute paid by their ministers to the 


| “age of democracy,” fqllow the movement of the wealthier parishioners. When | 


in the heat of summer the preachers of certain churches seek out the sea-shore 
and the mowuntain-side, and temporarily “close up" the meeting-house, the 
| priest, true to his sacred trust, stays with his people, and tells them ever 
|again the aweet story of the rood, and assembles his people for common wor- 
ship in the house of God. 
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Readers Speak to Readers 


MISS WEST WRITES FROM 


HONOLULU. 


the pleastife-seeking tourists, that 
Carnival or no Carnival, the holy séa- 
son of Lent must be observed. The 
local press (which is of Protestant 
persuasion) commented upon the sud- 
den lull in social affairs when thous- 
ands of tourists were clamoring for 
| Dear Rev. Father Noll: entertainment of every kind. 
| This being the Lenten season, it may! In Honolult is to be found the most 
‘interest my beloved friends in the/cosmopdelitan congregation. imagin- 
‘faith and the countless readers of/able. On Fridays during Lent, the 
Our Sunday Visitor, to know how this | Stations of the Cross, and the sermons 
holy season of the year is kept in far | at all the Masses throughout the year, 
‘away Hawaii, “The Paradise of the | are given in three languages: English 
Pacific.” |Hawatiian, and Portuguese. The Por- 
| The Monday preceding Ash Wed-|tugese population of Hawaii is Cath- 
nesday, marked the opening of the|olic almost toa man. About fifty per- 
Mid-Pacific Carnival in Honolulu, and)cent of the native Hawaiians are 
the city was overflowing with an in-| nominal Catholics, while the femain- 
flux of tourists from the mainland. |itg fifty percent are mostly Mor- 
It was gratifying indeed for me to|mons. In speaking to one of the 
note that even’ when the gaiety of life! priests here, he told me that it was a 
in this most fascinating and enchant-|lam®entable fact, that the average 
ing spot of earth was at its height Hawaiian is very fiekle in the matter 
Almighty God was not forgotten in the ‘of faith and has no stability. While 
hearts of the Catholics, neither by the; most of them are bérn Oathdlics 
natives nor the wanderers from) when g¢grown up they lead livés Which 
heafth and home. bar them from the saefaménts of the 
On Ash Wednesday all the several | Churth, in consequence of Which they 
Catholic churches in Honolulu were | remain away or drift ite denomiia- 
crowded with children of God, willing {tions which are not #6 éxacting in the 
to make some material sacrifice and observance’ of morality. Many are 
‘adhere to the discipline of Mother’ divorced several times and many more 
| Chureh by persevering ih penance arid are living outside the bonds of matri- 
| fast for a period of forty days. My | mony. 
|heart went out in profound respect) It is to be regretted that the 


Honolulu, H. L, March 21, 191%. 
Rev. John F. Noll, LL.D., 
| Editer, Our Sunday Visitor, 
| Huntington, Ind. 
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=I\by using the slightest afd most un- 


The 
tione] church is the predominating re- 
ligious influence in Honolulu—stimu- 
lating the press and representing the 
wealth of the island. Of the ten 
priests living at the old Mission here 
in the city and discharging their sac- 
red obligations at different parishes 


awaiting the return of the Bishop 
from one of the other islands, to learn 
move of Catholic conditions in Hawali 
As I motored through the great 
suger plantations of Oaha, Hawaii 
| and Maui (the three largest islands 
of the grodp) I never failed to find a 
dear little white-washed Catholic 


good priest comes at intervals to of- 
fer the Sacrifice of the Mass and ad- 
minister the Sacraments to the 
humblest of God’s servafits. It al- 
ways arouses in me the deepest pos- 
sible love for Mother Church, to know 
that there is not a locality of blazing 
heat or frigid cold—of privation or 
pestilence—-nor a race of people so 
poor or ignorant, but what the Church 
is there to extend the helping hand of 
Almighty God. Many a éacrilegious 
slouch has cast in my face as a slur. 
‘that the poor and ignorant of this 


church on éach plantation. Here the) - 


world form the mass of Catholiés. 1 
wish it Were true, since they form the | 
masses of humanity—that all the poor | 
and ignorant in the whole world be-| 
longed to the soul and body of the’ 
Catholic Chutch. And if they lived! 
the life of a trué disciple of Catholi- | 
cism—they would be rich and wise | 
indeed. That the Church stoops so! 
low to save souls only shows how! 
nobly and faithfully she imitates Her | 
Lord and Master, and -perpetuates the | 
true spirit of Jesus Christ. To despise 
the poor and ignorant, is to despise 
our Blessed Lord Himéelf. ) 

I often go to early Mass at one of | 
the distriet churches where the work- 
ing classes live, purposely to humble 
myself and to try and learn from 
them true devotion and humility. 
There kneeling with those who toil 
at honest labor for their daily bread, 
I fee] more keenly the penitent spirit 
than I do, as oné of & fashionable con- 
gregation at a Cathedral High Mass 
As one of God’s humble and poor (and 
most of us stand inipoverished in the 
Kingdom of God), I am deéply im- 
pressed by the sincere devotion of 
those about me. Neither the weather | 


prevents them coming out to worship 
regularly upon the oily day in the 
week allotted them for fest and re- 
creation. Once in church they are not 
afraid to kneel for fear of bagging 
their trousers, nor ate they ashamed 
of the soiled prayerbook and inexpen- 
sive rosary which they carry for the 
purpose of sacred use, and not for 
pretense or show. 

On the contrary, the proud and 
wealthy classes often take advantage 


reasonable excises for remaining 
away from Mass—such as a little dis- 
agreeable weather—to start early ona 
motor trip for pleasure, because their 
‘clothes are not up to the standard of 
‘fashion. And in church they appear 
to me more stiff and distracted. Many 
carry a handsome and expensive ros- 
ary and prayerbook, and néver use 
either. Dearly beloved friends, if any 
time you feel a lack of devotion— 
feel a gteat distance from the Creator 
you desire to worship, feel it impos- 


of earth—go and knee! with the honest 
poor for awhile, and I am sure their- 
sincere devotion and humility will 
move and inspire you with the proper 
spirit. 

In concluding, I take this oppor- 
tunity of advising those solicitous 
about my health, thet I &m much im- 
proved after a few weeks rest in these 
islands of peace. They may also be) 
interested to know that while here | 
have added many chapters to my auto- 
biography. I am hoping to return to 
Los Angeles, in another morith or so. 
as the officials of the “Catholic Actors’ 
Guild of America” have given me full 
power to orgatiize and operate a/| 
branch of the Guild in the Capitol of 
the Film World, and I am naturally 
most anxious to help promote so | 
worthy a cause for the spifitual uplift | 
of our Catholi¢s on the stage and be- | 
foré the camera. | 
| | wish to e s through the’ 
ledlumns of Our ay Visitor, my) 
sincere appreciation for the consoling | 
and encouraging letters I continue to | 
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| Kelly Fost 
fdr distance, nor their plain clothes, | oe ~ Srord Closers, Wane 


sible to lift your mind above the things | - 


‘and admiration to the upper class of 
resident Catholics here, who, by their 
cessation of elaborate and ostenta- 
tious gatherings of every kind, showed 
their reverence for the faith, and set 
|an ideal example for those in humbler 
life. 
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It was a striking reminder to! 


Use This Coupon When 


association, all the deplorable traits | 50M, ; | 
of the white man,.and has greatly de-| My parting words are: God bless the 
generated both in morality and in-| thousands who have put their shoulder | 
| tegrity. 


Hawaiian race has inherited through |Tecéive from readers in many states. 
inter-marriage, or adopted through| While unable to answer all in per-| 
I fully reciprocate in spirit | 


to the wheel that is grinding out the | 
The Catholic population of Hawaii | necessary funds to sow seed that will 


= fruit unto the Kingdom of God, 
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Let us consider what the glorious 
Virgin endured, and what the, holy 
Aposties suffered, and we shal! find 
that they whe were nearest to Jesus 
Christ were the most afflicted.—sSt. 
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Cacia cmeete See a a a’ 


‘claimed.,the Disab, “Well, I shout 
say so. We can lick any country in 
the world, and several of them put 
‘together. Well, I should say!” The 
‘English-born gir! flushed slightly, and 
love for old England stirred her heart 
as she responded : “Well, | guess the | 
United States couldn't whip England.’ 
| marriage to the rank of things sacred A former well-known newspaper |. seven-year-old boy had been quiet 
RAN for those capable of receiving sacra |man some years ago went to England /up to that point, but he knew some| 
after Easter—SS. Soter| ments. ‘and brought back an English wife, who history. He looked at his mother and | 
and Caius. Can the bond of Christian marriage still loves her country. The couple|said: “Can’t whip England! Why, wells 
St. George be dissolved by any human power? ccm ‘dieal oaiicbbaes ‘hene them a did it twice already, and we can do it! 
St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen. The bond of Christian marriage bright: he sanierrecwtir A boy who is|sgain.” The mother gasped in sur- 
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you for 


. Learn the Answers to 
the Questions which fol- 
| dow; also learn the mean- 
ing of terms frequentl 
used in connection wit 
our religion. 
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tor the set: 


c 


Does a host of mental demons ber you path 
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Most men have the brains and the ambition to 
things—but a weak personality—a lack of self-confider 
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Send the coupon below at once and let us tell : 
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Needy Placs ADDRESS 
Crochet Dept., Our Sunday Visitor, 


Huntington, Indiana 


In what way did 
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MEN AND WOMEN WANTED FOR 
GOVERNMENT JOBS. 


Hundreds appointments monthly at 
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Franklin Institute, Dept. B198, Roch- 
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obtainable. Adv. 
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“THE SPIRITUAL LEGACY.” 


A novel full of the deepest Catholic | 
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cA DESK-BOOK OF 


Twenty-five Thousand Words 


Frequently Mispronounced 
By FRANK H. VIZETELLY, Litt.D.. LL.D. 


Pu. « & Wagoails New Standard Dictionary of the Encl! sb language aed ef 
[ Errore to English “Beeeatials of English Speech and Literatuare,”’ efe., o 
Indieates the correct pronunciation of English fund: foreign terms, 
Bible names, personal names, geographical names, and proper names 
of all kinds current im literature, seience, and the arts. In addition to 
this, all words that are likely to prove scenkibltine blocks. to the non- 
English speaking settler im Ameritea are included. In so far as the 
last feature is concerned, this work. is unique. 
tach term needing explanation is concisely defined, and wherever 
necessary notes, or quotations Ulustrating usage, are appended. The 
prefe ‘rences of all the principal dictionaries of the English language 
are placed on record, and natiorial peeuliarities indicated “aud explained 
Thus the volume, containing the recommendations of the leadine lexi- 
cographers of three centuries, presents the most complete consensus of 
English propunciation that has ever been compiled 
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